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The hypothesis.
partly based on findings in social interactions. that aggressive mice generally adopt an active behavioural strategy (cf fight-flight) in threatening situations, while non-aggressive ones generally assume a passive strategy (cf conservationwithdrawal)
was tested using a two-way active shock avoidance paradigm Overall, aggressive mice were found to be better active shock avoiders than non-aggressrve animals, a finding that is consistent with our hypothesis However, within the nonaggressive mice a clear dichotomy in high and low avoidance individuals was found The high intertrial activity in the superior avoidance groups and the low activity in the poor avoidance group was interpreted as another indication of an active versus passive strategy respectively Accordingly, it was concluded that not all non-aggressive mice assume a passive strategy, but that some mice adopt an active strategy, like all aggressive males key words individual differences aggression two-way active shock avoidance behavioural strategies wild house mice
INTRODUCTION
The study of the integrated behavioural, neuroendocrine and physiological responses of animals and humans in answer to environmental challenges has been a main topic of psychological and biological stress research for many years The two kind of responses that have originally been suggested and studied extensively are the fight-flight response as described by Cannon (1929) The difference between the HC-LAL and the SAL group was not significant animals learn a one-way active shock avoidance task more readily than a two-way task (Anisman, 1973 , Theios, 1963 , Theios and Dunaway, 1964 and that the wide differences in two-way avoidance in RHA and RLA strains are minimized in one-way avoidance (due to an improvement in the RLA strain, Satrnder and Petryshyn, 1974) In the less complex one-way task freezing can be rapidly suppressed since the running response is functionally effective in removing the organism from the dangerous situation (Belles. 
